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Continued from page 296. 
Unlucky night the cord broke ; and, as the laws of 
gravitation have never been reversed within the me- 
mory of man, poor John Silverdew became amenable 
to them ; and the penalty he endured was a broken 
leg. His parents being too high (query, lowf) 
spirited to send him to a hospital, the limb was never 
properly set ; the consequence was, John limped to 
his grave. Had not this misfortune befallen him, he 
would, in all probability, have become a great panto- 
mimic. Nature, and his own sweet humour, designed 
him to carry on the dynasty of Prince Grimaldi. The 
only complaint he was ever heard to make against this 
passage in his fate, was, that " if he had but broken 
his back too, he could have played Richard without 
stuffing." 

His cheerful temper and quick faculties wrought 
Upon the manager of the Company, and he appointed 
him " call-boy," and servant of all Work, as message- 
bearer, &c, at a salary of six shillings per week. At 
this period of his career he began to turn to account 
the harmony that was interwoven in his creation. He 
had music in his soul ; he had music in his voice ; and, 
to the surprise of all in the theatre, without knowing 
a note of music, he learned, and sang through, all the 
solos and choruses in Macbeth. Had he not been 
a cripple, here Was a new source of profit opened to 
him ; for his voice was a counter-tenor of rich quality 
and extensive compass. Nothing daunted, however, 
and nothing doubting, he determined to become a cho- 
rus-singer ; and, having ingratiated himself with the 
band-leader, who taught him his gamut, in three 
months he was enabled to read with tolerable fluency 
the familiar choruses which are performed in societies 
and at festivals. His income had now swelled into the 
respectable magnitude of a guinea per week. He was 
an independent man, and he resolved upon confirming 
his independence by marriage. Don't laugh, you 
club-house haunters ! — wait till the evil days come, 
and the years draw nigh, in which you shall say, 
" I have no pleasure in them ; " when sympathy, and 
the communion of affection alone, will brighten the 
" sullen season " of life's evening. John Silverdew 
felt the want of a bosom friend : great as his self-re- 
sources were, he yearned for one to share them with 
him ; and he married a girl in the company of dancers, 
whom, as a little boy, he nursed in a fever, and 
afterwards carried about in his arms. Communion in 
destitution and misery begets tenderness, and even 
love : and none are so kind to each other as the poor, 
because they are all at war with Fortune, and make 
common cause against privation. The poor have fel- 
low-sympathies that the rich can never know : for the 
same reason that the soldier in " CoriolanUs," with 
a profound instinct, preferred war to peace ; because, 
said he, " Peace makes men hate each other ; for the 
reason that they then less need one another." 

John Silverdew had now a double motive for exer- 
tion, and he employed it to the uttermost. His useful 
accomplishments and punctual habits gained him en- 
gagements at all the provincial festivals, whither (to 
cover his miserable remuneration of four or five pounds) 
he always walked, carrying his provision in a wallet. 
A merry book was his constant companion. Tom 
Jones or Don Quixote has seasoned many a road-side 
meal of cold boiled bacon and hard eggs. He was 
never melancholy ; but at these seasons he has been 
heard to say, that thoughts and visions have passed 
through his mind, which any one, in any station, might 



envy. He has been seen eating a crust, and chuckling 
over " Lazarillo de Tormes." 

His increasing gains, and his wife's salary, swelled 
their income into three guineas a week ; and who was 
now so blest as John Silverdew? But this was his 
grand climacteric of prosperity. In the second year 
after his marriage, his mother was thrown destitute 
upon his hands ; and he and his wife supported and 
comforted her : she with womanly sympathy ; and he 
with his elasticity and cheerfulness. 

The fourth year of their marriage saw his surviving 
parent laid in the bosom of our common Mother, and 
his beloved partner upon a sick bed. She had been 
seized by so severe a rheumatism that all her limbs 
had become collapsed, and she utterly helpless. Now 
it was that the disposition of the husband shone over 
his fortunes rainbow-like. The bright arch of Hope 
never swerved, never faded, so long as she remained 
with him. Again he Was the boy-nurse, carrying her 
in his arms morning and evening, from and to her bed, 
sustaining her despair with his chirping tones, and even 
rallying jokes. It was not till the last prop was struck 
from under him that he so much as wavered. He saw 
his beloved wife carried to the grave, and he never but 
once was heard to sing again. The community of 
which he was so estimable a member, to which he had 
constantly contributed his services, and had never 
sought, or needed a requital, now came forward and 
joined their hard-earned pence to support him. AH 
his friends saw that the sacrifice on their part would 
be short, and so it proved. He sank rapidly in a de- 
cline, and but a few hours before his death was heard 
murmuring in a low under-song his favourite melody 
from Mendelsson's St. Paul, "The Lord is mindful of 
his own." He was evidently thinking of her who had 
gone before him, and whom (hoping to the last) he 
expected to join, where " tears are wiped away from 
all eyes." 

c. c. c. 



THE ROAST BEEF OF OLD ENGLAND. 
This celebrated old national song was first printed on 
a single half sheet, with this title : " A Song in Praise of 
Old English Boast Beef. The Words and Musick by 
Mr. Leveridge." The copy bears no date, but it is con- 
jectured to have appeared about 1720. The song consists 
of seven stanzas, commencing — 

" When mighty Roast Beef was the Englishman's food, 
tt ennobled our hearts, and enriched our blood f 
Our Soldiers were brave, and our courtiers were good. 
Oh I the Roast Beef of Old England ; 
And oh I for Old England's Roast Beef." 

Fielding, in his comedy of Don Quixote in England, 1733, 
inserted a paraphrase of two of the stanzas, which was 
sung to the tune of " The Queen's old Courtier," the 
original of " The Old English Gentleman." Leveridge's 
tune, however, soon became popular, and many songs were 
written to it ; one in praise of Old English Brown Beer 
long enjoyed a large share of public favor. Theophilus 
Forest, Hogarth's friend, wrote " The Boast Beef Can- 
tata," illustrating the well-known picture of the " Gate 
of Calais." The version of " Boast Beef," introduced 
into this Cantata, is the cleverest song of the three : — 

" As once on a time, a young frog, pert and vain. 
Beheld a large ox grazing on the wide plain, 
He boasted his size he could quickly attain. 

Oh I the Roast Beef of Old England ; 

And oh ! the Old English Roast Beef. 

" Then eagerly stretching_ his weak little frame, 
Mamma, who stood by, like a knowing old dame, 
Cried ' Son, to attempt it you're surely to blame.' 
Oh ! the Roast Beef, &c. 
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" But deaf to advice, lie for glory did thirst, 
An effort he ventur'd more strong than the first, 
Till swelling and straining too hard, made him burst. 
Oh ! the Roast Heef, Sec. 

" Then Britons be careful, the moral is clear, 
The ox is Old England, the frog is Mounsieur ; 
Whose threats and bravadoes we never need fear, 

While we have Roast Beef in Old England : 
Sing oh I for Old England's Roast Beef. 

" For while by our commerce and arts we are able 
To see the sirloin smoking hot on our table, 
The French must e'en burst, like the frog in the fable. 
Oh I the Roast Beef, &c. 

Richard Leveridge, the composer of this fine old tune, 
and many others of the same class, was born in 1670. He 
possessed a deep bass voice, and was the principal singer 
in many of Purcell's operas; "Ye twice ten hundred 
deities," was composed for him. In 1727, he published, 
in two thin octavo volumes, A Collection of Songs, with the 
Music by Mr. Leveridge, and among these are some melo- 
dies of a very superior class. He lived to the great age 
of eighty-eight, dying, wretchedly poor, in 1768. 

Edward F. Rimbault. 

[The words of all the previous songs, to the tune " Oh ! 
the Roast Beef of Old England," appear rather as empty 
vaunts against France, than heartily in praise of our na- 
tional food ; so that a new version has been written for 
the harmonized tune, as presented in our present number, 
which it is hoped will find favor at the approaching festi- 
vities of Christmas, when Roast Beef should smoke on 
every board, from the peasant's to the Royal table. — Ed. 
of Musical Times.] 
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The Welsh EtsTEDDFODAN.--The Northampton Mercury 
informs us that several Eisteddfodan are to take place in 
the Principality during the coming year. Brigend, in 
Glamorganshire, and Bangor, are mentioned as among the 
places where they will be held ; and various important 
prizes have been already proposed and contributed. 

Manchester. — A performance of Handel's Messiah 
took place at the Manchester Mechanics* Institution, 
under the direction of Mr. Weston, on Wednesday Even- 
ing, the 2nd of November. 

The Hibbert Choral Society gave their first Con- 
cert of the season, consisting of a miscellaneous selection, 
with excellent effect. 

The Brouohton Musical Society's opening Concert 
was performed in the Manchester Town Hall, on the 1st 
of November, under the management of Mr. J. Thome 
Harris. 

Salford Mechanics' Institution. — The new build- 
ing was opened on the 14th of November, with a social 
meeting in the spacious lecture-hall. Members of Parlia- 
ment, and other friends to education, were present ; and 
in the intervals between the speeches, Eliza Flower's 
** Now pray we for our country," and other vocal pieces, 
were performed by Mr. D. W. Banks and his friends. 
Alderman E. R. Langworthy presided. 

We have been informed that the Town Council of 
Glasgow, at a late meeting, resolved that an Organist 
should be appointed to the City Hall, at a salary of £150 
per annum. 

The Hull Sacred Musical Society, on the 15th 
November, introduced to their audience a MS. oratorio, 
Lazarus, composed by Mr. H. Deval, R. A. Mus. The 
report in the Hull Advertiser, of its reception and success, 
is highly favorable. 

The \f adkioal Union has been making an extensive 
provincial tour ; as we hear of their success from corre- 
spondents in all parts of England. 



A party consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Sims Reeves, and 
Mr. Farquharson Smith, vocalists, and Mons. Prudent, 
pianist, have been visiting different localities, with pros- 
perous result. The enterprise is understood to be Mr. 
Boosey's. 

We are happy to find that Lord Palmerston is vigorously 
carrying into effect the law for the suppression of 
lotteries. On a late occasion, a " grand distribution of 
musical instruments " being announced, when the draw- 
ing-day arrived, the proceedings were stopped by the police, 
and the advertiser was forced to relinquish his scheme, by 
the return of the money to the ticket-holders. It seems 
strange that common calculation does not teach the inevit- 
able result of such ventures ; but Government interference 
is absolutely necessary to prevent men from becoming the 
dupes of their own combined cupidity and false reckoning. 

It is said that when Liszt next appears in Paris he will 
perform on a new instrument invented by M. Alexandre, 
which is to combine both pianoforte and orchestra in its 
effects ; and that not only the tones of the flute, clarionet, 
hautboy, violin, violoncello, organ, &c, are imitated, but 
likewise those of the human voice. 

Last month, the distinguished master, M. Zimmermann, 
died. His funeral was attended by Auber, Felicien David, 
and a host of celebrated artists. 

We regret to have to announce the death of Dr. Bex- 
field, the accomplished composer and organist, which took 
place on the 28th ult. at his residence, Monmouth-road, 
Bayswater. Although in his 28th year only, Dr. Bexfield 
had already produced an oratorio, a volume of church an- 
thems, several prize glees, and other compositions, in all 
of which there was great talent, and high promise. The 
early decease of this young musician is sincerely to be 
lamented. 

Hatcham Choral Society. — This society has entered 
upon its second season ; and appears, by its annual report, 
to be in a flourishing condition, under the active 
superintendence of Mr. John Brown. 

Dublin. — The close of the Industrial Exhibition was 
celebrated by a choral performance of 500 executants, 
under the direction of Mr. Joseph Robinson. 

Dublin Ancient Concerts. — The first concert will 
take place on the 10th, when Mendelssohn's Hymn of 
Praise (Lobgesang), Spohr's Cantata, "God, thou art 
great," and Haydn's Third Mass will be produced. 

Norwich Choral Concerts. — The programme of the 
concluding concert of the season was remarkable, as 
introducing another new work by H. H. Pierson, the 
composer of Jerusalem. The subject, a Roman dirge ; the 
words from Bulwer's Last Days of Pompeii. The Lynn 
Advertiser says, '' the work throughout bespeaks not merely 
the hand of a scholar, but the mind of a genius, and can- 
not fail to achieve popularity." The Dirge had previously 
been heard at the Norwich Philharmonic Society's concerts. 

The Bridgewater Madrigal Society enter on their 
fourth year with renewed vigour. The report contains 
a feeling allusion to their late conductor and friend, Joel 
Spiller, Esq. 

The Preston Choral Society gave Judas Maccabaus 
on the 14th Nov. Conductor, Mr. Fawcett. Principals, 
the Madrigal Union. 

Canterbury. — Concerts for the People are given every 
alternate Tuesday. On the 8th November, Mr. Donald 
King appeared, in addition to the usual executants, 
Messrs. Lyon, Dyson, and Gough. 

Hereford. — Mr. Townshend Smith, the respected 
organist of the Cathedral, has just been elected Town 
Councillor for Monmouth Ward. 

A song, by Dante, has been found in the library of 
Prince Barberini, at Rome. 



